
Educational Highlights: One of the educational endeavors I’m 
most proud of has been my career as a consultant in the Writing 
Lab, where I’ve received certification at the Masters level. I was 
nominated to work in the lab my freshman year, and I’ve worked 
there each semester for the last three years. The Writing Lab 
required me to constantly examine and re-evaluate my own 
writing process, learn about new disciplines, and innovate with 
writing styles. As well, my time studying abroad at the University 
of Nottingham my junior year, made possible through the 
exchange program, took my education even further. The excellent 
creative writing courses I’ve taken the past four years have 
allowed me to hone my writing skills and publish my first fiction 
piece in a literary journal. The numerous philosophy courses I’ve 
taken have inspired my creative pursuits by turning my attention 
to larger questions about the process of art-making, authorship, 
and ontology.
Research Focus or Project: Before embarking on my study abroad adventure my junior year, I collaborated 
with Professor Terence Bowers of the English department on a research project that explored the modern 
phenomenon of Sherlock Holmes tourism in London and Great Britain. My research was a year-long, 
SURF grant-funded endeavor that required me to interview tourists, tour guides, and scholars all over Great 
Britain, as well as travel to the sites of what I believed could be classified as a modern, secular pilgrimage. 
I read anthropological research, tourism studies, literary criticism, and sociological works to inform my 
observations, which culminated in a research paper. I see my research as part of an ongoing interest in the 
way stories manifest in our everyday lives. My senior year, I was able to present my findings at a national 
conference.
Future Plans: I plan to take a year hiatus from academia in order to read everything I can find and write 
as much as possible.  In the following year, I hope to enroll in a Master of Fine Arts program for creative 
writing or a PhD program in literature. 
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